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Behind every partnership is a story
— hear from those working with us
to protect the seas

Aristea Kyriakou ,
Co-Founder and Director of
the European Outdoor
Education Hub,
Postdoctoral Researcher
and Education Consultant




What does the ocean
mean to you personally?



So the ocean, for me,
(s a place and a
feeling of pure

openness. It is where

| go to think, and the
only place where [
can also pause and
rest.



What's the most surprising
thing you've learned about
marine pollution?



Two things. The first is how quiet it is. A fish
farm abandoned decades ago just sits
there, nets and cages and all, still trapping
life, with nobody at the surface to blame.
Healthy Seas gave it a name, "ghost
farms”, a term [ first heard from them.
The second surprised me as a researcher.
When | reviewed the evidence this year, |
found that outdoor education, my own
field, is still largely terrestrial. Forests,
mountains, school gardens. The sea barely
appears, and almost never as a learning
scape in its own right. For a Mediterranean
country, that is a gap we cannot afford.



What is your favourite
marine animal and why?



By far the octopus. It has no
shell and no speed, so it
survives by paying
attention: it studies its
place, it uses what the
seabed offers, and it
changes itself to fit where it
is. | admire this creature so
much, | think it’s incredible!
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