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Hyundai announces its further commitment to marine 
protection by extension of partnership with Healthy Seas 

 

• After a successful beginning in 2021, Hyundai Motor has extended its pan-

European partnership with marine conservation organisation Healthy Seas for 

another year. 

• By extending its partnership with Healthy Seas, Hyundai has solidified its 

commitment to “Progress for Humanity” with a particular focus on  

tackling marine pollution 

• In 2022, the partnership will organise three big clean-ups 

• In addition to the clean-ups in Europe, 2022 will see the first non-European project 

of the partnership, which will take place in South Korea  

• The partnership will also continue to educate future generations on how to tackle 

marine pollution by coordinating five educational activities during the year 

• Together with Healthy Seas, Hyundai will also expand its support for a circular 

economy, regenerating collected marine waste into ECONYL® nylon for sustainable 

products used in its vehicles and beyond 

 

Offenbach, 3 March 2022 – Hyundai Motor and marine conservation organisation Healthy Seas 

have extended their pan-European partnership for a further year and will continue working together 

to combat marine pollution, nurture sustainable marine ecosystems and support a circular economy. 

The renewal of this partnership follows its successful first year in 2021, which saw Hyundai Motor 

and Healthy Seas hold eleven activations in seven European countries. These ranged from waste 

collection activities, such as beach clean-ups and diving events to recover abandoned fishing nets 

(ghost nets), to educational programmes teaching children and local communities about the 

importance of keeping the world’s oceans clean. 
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“Thanks to the renewal of our partnership with Hyundai Motor in 2022, we will be able to achieve 

even greater positive environmental impact in the regions where we already operate, as well as 

turn a dream into reality and begin working in Asia” says Veronika Mikos, Healthy Seas Director. 

The kick-off event, held in Ithaca, Greece, proved to be Healthy Seas’ largest project to date in 

terms of positive environmental impact and community involvement. Thanks to 45 participants, 20 

divers, and 15 organisations, the event cleaned four beaches and two bays, recovering five tonnes 

of ghost nets, 32 tonnes of metal and 39 tonnes of plastic waste, including 150 bags of polystyrene 

foam beads. 

Hyundai went on to support Healthy Seas’ ghost net retrieval diving expeditions in Ijmuiden in the 

Netherlands, the Italian island of Lampedusa, Newcastle in the UK, the German island of 

Norderney and Tossa del Mar in Spain. 72 volunteer divers were involved across all clean-up 

activities, helping to retrieve more than 78 tonnes of waste in the form of ghost nets, crab and 

lobster cages, lead and other marine litter. 

The partnership’s activities did not stop at the clean-ups. Collected fishing nets were regenerated 

into the sustainable nylon ECONYL®, which ultimately was used for producing the floormats in 

IONIQ 5. 

In addition to clean-up activities, the partnership also brought educational events to Valencia, 

Ijmuiden, Milan, Ithaca, Paris, Costa Brava and on the German island of Sylt. Geared mainly 

towards children from local schools, 2021 saw 900 children learn about the importance of marine 

preservation and how to prevent further marine pollution. 

“What the partnership achieved last year was an extraordinarily positive first step; now in 2022 I 

am very excited by the ambitious scale that Hyundai and Healthy Seas have with its plans to 

protect our marine environment for future generations.” Michael Cole, President and CEO of 

Hyundai Motor Europe 

The achievements of 2021 have set precedent in a partnership that will continue for another year. 

In 2022, Hyundai and Healthy Seas will solidify their collaboration and broaden its scope by 

organising three big clean-ups, which will include the first non-European project of the partnership: 

a ghost net clean-up in South Korea.  

In addition to continued clean-up activities, the partnership will commit to bringing awareness of 

marine pollution to even more people across the continent in 2022. Five educational activities will 

take place this year, helping young generations understand their crucial role in fighting ocean 

pollution, and providing them with strategies to live more sustainably.  

“For Hyundai, as a purpose-driven company sustainability is not just a trend but a societal need. 

Through our partnership with Healthy Seas, we can leave a positive effect on the environment as 

well as local communities.” Michael Cole, President and CEO of Hyundai Motor Europe 

Hyundai will also use its expertise as a leader in clean and future mobility solutions to help Healthy 
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Seas operate in a sustainable way, through the use of zero-emissions cars, and the ongoing 

investigation in search of the right technologies and most sustainable solutions.  

In line with Hyundai’s vision of “Progress for Humanity”, the extension of the partnership will 

continue to showcase the benefits of a circular economy. To turn waste retrieved from the oceans 

into a new resource, Healthy Seas’ founding partner Aquafil regenerates the nylon parts of the 

recovered fishing nets, along with other nylon waste, into ECONYL® nylon. 

Since the launch of its first all-electric midsized CUV in 2021, Hyundai has been giving European 

customers the option of outfitting their IONIQ 5 with sustainable floor mats made from ECONYL® 

fibre. During 2022, the use of this regenerated material will be expanded in Hyundai vehicles, 

amongst Hyundai’s partners and at the company itself, such as carpets in premises, employee 

merchandising and branded gifts.  

 

- End - 

 

 

About Hyundai Motor Europe HQ 

Hyundai Motor Europe HQ was formally established in 2000 with its main office in Offenbach, Germany. It is 

the regional headquarter responsible for over 40 markets with more than 3,000 outlets, taking a 4.4 per cent 

market share in 2021 (ACEA data). 72 per cent of the vehicles Hyundai sold in the region are models 

engineered, tested, and built in Europe to meet the needs of European customers, served by the company’s 

extensive European infrastructure. This includes two factories primarily serving Europe: in the Czech Republic 

and Turkey. 

 

In 2020, Hyundai Motor Company consolidated its position as a leader in the era of electrified mobility with the 

launch of IONIQ, a dedicated BEV line-up brand built on its innovative Electric Global Modular Platform 

(E-GMP). In 2021, more than 14 per cent of Hyundai cars sold in Europe were zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs), 

including the IONIQ 5, the first model in its new IONIQ line-up brand, and the fully-electric subcompact SUV 

KONA Electric. This makes Hyundai one of the leading manufacturers in terms of fleet share as well as total 

sales of zero-emission vehicles in Europe, as the company transitions to becoming a Smart Mobility Solution 

Provider. 

 

In IONIQ 5, as well as upcoming models IONIQ 6 and IONIQ 7, Hyundai combines its customer-centric, zero-

emission vehicle experiences – such as ultra-fast charging, spacious interior, and battery-supplied power – 

with future innovations that blend design, technology, and services to enhance in-car and out-of-car lifestyle 

experiences. Hyundai’s Prophecy and SEVEN concept cars already showcase what the company aims to 

achieve with the next IONIQ models. More than 85 per cent of Hyundai’s line-up in Europe is now available as 

an electrified version, and the company plans to electrify its entire European line-up beyond 2025. 

 

Hyundai offers its unique Five Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty package with all new cars sold in the region, 

providing customers with a five-year warranty with no mileage limit, five years of roadside assistance and five 

years of vehicle health checks. 
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More information about Hyundai Motor Europe HQ and its products is available at www.hyundai.news. 

 

Follow Hyundai Motor Europe HQ on Twitter @HyundaiEurope and Instagram @Hyundai.Europe 
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Lavinia Baitoiu      Lina Dujic 

Head of Corporate & Brand PR & Communications  Corporate & Brand Communications Expert 

lbaitoiu@hyundai-europe.com    ldujic@hyundai-europe.com 

+49(0)69 271472 – 426     +49(0)175 569 0857 
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Head of Corporate & Brand PR & Communications  Corporate Communications Professional 

lbaitoiu@hyundai-europe.com    eherrera@hyundai-europe.com 

+49(0)69 271472 – 426     +49(0)69 271472 – 255 
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Adrian Péré      Anja Wente 

Head of Product PR & Communications   Product Communications Expert 

apere@hyundai-europe.com    awente@hyundai-europe.com 

+49(0)69 271472 – 441     +49(0)69 271472 – 381 
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Adrian Péré      Ángel Pino 

Head of Product PR & Communications   Product Communications Professional 

apere@hyundai-europe.com    APinoPerez@hyundai-europe.com  

+49(0)69 271472 – 441     +49(0)69 271472 – 257 

 

About Hyundai Motor Company 

Established in 1967, Hyundai Motor Company is present in over 200 countries with more than 120,000 

employees dedicated to tackling real-world mobility challenges around the globe. Based on the brand vision 

‘Progress for Humanity,' Hyundai Motor is accelerating its transformation into a Smart Mobility Solution 

Provider. The company invests in advanced technologies such as robotics and Urban Air Mobility (UAM) to 

bring about revolutionary mobility solutions, while pursuing open innovation to introduce future mobility 

services. In pursuit of sustainable future for the world, Hyundai will continue its efforts to introduce zero 

emission vehicles equipped with industry-leading hydrogen fuel cell and EV technologies. 

 

Disclaimer: Hyundai Motor Company believes the information contained herein to be accurate at the time of 

release. However, the company may upload new or updated information if required and assumes that it is 

not liable for the accuracy of any information interpreted and used by the reader. 
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