
 

January 20, 2022 
PRESS RELEASE 

 

Scientific project about ghost nets kicks off in the Adriatic Sea 

 

Ghost Diving and Healthy Seas, in collaboration with Wageningen University & Research, 
embarked on a pilot initiative to determine the ecological impact and sources of ghost nets 
recovered by volunteer divers in the North and the Adriatic Seas. A better understanding of 
these issues will ultimately lead to more effective cleanup strategies and in preventing fishing 
nets from becoming ghost nets in the future. 

The project kicked off on January 15th, 2022 during their first sea cleanup of the year. A team 
of Ghost Divers from the Netherlands, Croatia and Italy collected samples and recorded 
underwater footage which researchers from Wageningen University & Research will analyse 
from a material and environmental perspective.  

Globally, it is estimated that 640,000 tons of abandoned, lost and discarded fishing gear end 
up in the seas and oceans each year, a substantial share of which is fishing nets. In most cases 
such nets are made of plastic and take hundreds of years to decompose, thus accumulating in 
the marine environment. Some of these may continue to catch and kill marine life without 
human involvement, while others may also act as an important habitat for marine life. 

Volunteers of the Ghost Diving Foundation have been involved in the retrieval of lost fishing 
gear in the North and Adriatic Seas for many years. In these heavily fished waters, divers 
encounter lost or discarded fishing gear on almost every object they dive (wrecks, lost cargo, 
or reefs). 

Wouter Jan Strietman, researcher at Wageningen University & Research: “Up to now, the 
ecological impact and sources of nets retrieved from wrecks have received relatively little 
research attention. We are happy to support Ghost Diving and Healthy Seas by contributing 
our expertise to provide a deeper understanding of the issue.” 

Pascal van Erp, Ghost Diving Founder: “With the results coming out of this project we are 
aiming at improving our cleanup protocol and to further contributing to the dialogue with the 
fisheries sector around solutions tackling the ghost fishing phenomenon.” 

The results of the pilot phase of the scientific project will be published late 2022.  It is carried 
out with the support of DWS. 

 

Notes to Editors: 

About Healthy Seas 
The mission of Healthy Seas is to remove waste from the seas, in particular fishing nets, for 
the purpose of creating healthier seas and recycling marine litter into textile products. The 

https://ghostdiving.org/
https://www.healthyseas.org/
https://www.dws.com/


 

recovered fishing nets will be transformed and regenerated by Aquafil into ECONYL® yarn, a 
high-quality raw material used to create new products, such as socks, swimwear, sportswear 
or carpets. Since its founding in 2013, Healthy Seas has collected over 585 tons of fishing nets 
with the help of volunteer divers and fishermen. 
 
https://www.healthyseas.org/ 
 
About Ghost Diving 

Ghost Diving is an international non-profit organization of volunteer technical divers 
specialized in the removal of lost fishing gear and other marine debris since 2009.  
To this day, the Ghost Diving team has carried out diving projects independently or in 
collaboration with several international environmental and/or diving organizations like: 
Healthy Seas Foundation, Greenpeace, WWF, Global Ghost Gear Initiative and Global 
Underwater Explorers. 

https://ghostdiving.org/ 
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Press Kit  
Photos available here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/v6i2sfmn86le6ou/AAA-6L-
R6MWcgENVfUIe7gRla?dl=0 
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